R.S. 2:341

SUBPART B.  ASCENSION-ST. JAMES AIRPORT AND 

TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY

§341.  Ascension-St. James Airport and Transportation Authority; creation; domicile; membership; terms

A.  There is hereby created in the executive department of the state of Louisiana the Ascension-St. James Airport and Transportation Authority which is hereby declared to be a body corporate and public composed of all the territory in the parishes of Ascension and St. James and shall constitute an instrumentality of the state of Louisiana exercising public and essential governmental functions.

B.  The domicile of the authority shall be in the town of Convent; provided that by appropriate action of the board of commissioners, said domicile may be relocated within the geographical boundaries of the authority.

C.(1)  The control and management of the affairs of the Ascension-St. James Airport and Transportation Authority shall be vested in a board of commissioners to be composed of seven qualified electors, three of whom shall reside in the parish of St. James to be appointed by the governor from a list of nominations submitted by the members of the legislature serving the parish of St. James, and three of whom shall reside in the parish of Ascension to be appointed by the governor from a list of nominations submitted by the members of the legislature serving the parish of Ascension, and one appointed by the governor residing within the geographical boundaries of the authority, all subject to confirmation by the Senate.  The commissioners shall hold office at the pleasure of the appointing governor.

(2)  Commissioners may receive per diem of seventy-five dollars for each meeting attended, not to exceed twenty-four meetings in one calendar year, as funds are appropriated by the parish governing authorities of Ascension and St. James Parishes or as otherwise made available for such purpose.

Added by Acts 1982, No. 819, §1.  Amended by Acts 1984, No. 770, §1, eff. July 13, 1984; Acts 1988, No. 68, §1.     

§342.  Authority of Ascension-St. James Airport and Transportation Authority

The Ascension-St. James Airport and Transportation Authority is a public corporation and has all powers of public corporations including the right and power to incur debt and contract obligations, to sue and be sued, to have a corporate seal, and to perform in its corporate capacity and in its corporate name all acts necessary and proper for the purpose of acquiring, constructing, maintaining, and operating airports and airport facilities, including both movable and immovable property.  The authority may expropriate property for the purpose of acquiring the necessary land and rights of way for the construction of airports and for the construction of roads, drains, or other facilities necessary or incidental to the construction and operation of airports.  The authority shall not expropriate property outside the boundaries of the authority.  No property shall be expropriated in any of the municipalities or parishes without the concurrence of the governing authority of that municipality or parish.  The authority, through its board of commissioners, may by resolution or ordinance establish, maintain, and collect proper and reasonable rates, charges, rents, or other fees for the use of the facilities of the airport.  The authority may adopt and enforce regulations necessary for the protection of the safety of persons using airports constructed and maintained by the authority.  The authority may enter into agreements with the United States or with any state or federal agency necessary to procure aid and grants to assist the authority in carrying out the purposes for which it was created.

Added by Acts 1982, No. 819, §1; Amended by Acts 1988, No. 68, §1.     

§343.  Issuance of bonds

No bonds shall be issued by the Ascension-St. James Airport and Transportation Authority under this Part until they are approved by a vote of a majority in number of the qualified electors of the district, voting at an election held in the district for that purpose.

Added by Acts 1982, No. 819, §1; Amended by Acts 1988, No. 68, §1.     

§344.  Incurring debt and issuing bonds; special election

The Ascension-St. James Airport and Transportation Authority may call a special election and submit to the qualified electors of the district the question of incurring debt and issuing negotiable bonds under this Part.  The election shall be ordered by resolution which shall state the purposes for which the debt is to be incurred, the amount of the debt, the number of years for which the bonds are to run, and the maximum rate of interest.  The method of incurring and refunding debt and issuing negotiable bonds under this Part shall be the same as that prescribed in Chapter 4, Subtitle II of Title 39.

Added by Acts 1982, No. 819, §1; Amended by Acts 1988, No. 68, §1. 

§345.  Authority to levy special tax

A.  Whenever an election is called by the board of commissioners of the airport and transportation authority to vote on the question of incurring debt and issuing bonds for the purpose of acquiring, constructing, equipping, or maintaining an airport or airport facilities, the board may submit to the qualified electors of the district in the same election, in the manner provided in Chapter 4 of Subtitle II of Title 39, a proposition to levy a special tax for the purpose of maintaining and operating the airport and airport facilities to be acquired or constructed by the authority.  The special tax shall not exceed five mills on the dollar for a period not to exceed ten years.

B.  The provisions of this Section shall not prohibit the voting of such maintenance tax by the authority which has acquired or proposes to acquire its airport and airport facilities through means other than the issuance of bonds, nor shall they prohibit the submission of such a proposition at a time other than that at which an election is called for the purpose of authorizing the incurring of debt and issuance of negotiable bonds therefor.

Added by Acts 1982, No. 819, §1.  Amended by Acts 1988, No. 68, §1.     

